
Airfield Control - A vital function

Airfield control can be broken down into two parts (local and ground) or even a third (pre-flight) :

• local control or runway, which controls use of the runway, at landing or take-off, aircraft 
manoeuvre around the airfield and on the runway from waiting point or up to traffic lanes;
• ground control, which controls aircraft manoeuvre on the ground (off the runway) and vehicles 
on the whole of the platform (traffic lanes, aircraft parking etc);
• pre-flight, which authorises start-up of equipment and gives essential information on parameters, 
state of the airfield and airfield traffic.

All these functions must absolutely be available in the control tower.

The control tower mainly transmits clearances and information to pilots of aircraft flying in the 
airfield area, so as to :

• prevent collisions between aircraft flying in the airfield area, moving on the manoeuvre area or in 
the process of landing or taking off;
• prevent collisions between aircraft, vehicles and obstacles on the manoeuvre area;
• ensure running of air traffic which is safe, ordered and rapid.

It also supplies flight information services and alerting services to aircraft circulating in the airfield 
area. In addition, it is responsible for immediately reporting any interruption or irregularity of 
functioning of the assistance and guiding devices which equip the airport. The control tower may 
also be responsible for handling management of the airport apron, but this is usually dealt with by 
the airport agent or a service provider.

The airfield controller must be able to follow the progress of every flight on the airfield circuit, as 
well as movements of aircraft, vehicles and people on the manoeuvre area. In this respect, there are 
characteristic aircraft positions from the point of view of the control tower. In addition, the pilots’ 
obligation to call back the tower when they have reached a characteristic point can assist them in 
locating themselves in relation to each other and ensure the appropriate spacing between them. If 
possible, the airfield controller gives clearances without waiting for the aircraft to call and also re-
transmits the clearances given by regional control or approach control.
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