
Approach control from a control 
tower

In the regions and control zones under their 
authority, the agents entrusted with approach 
control supply aircraft with clearance with the 
following objectives:

• to prevent collisions between aircraft,
• to accelerate and regulate air traffic;
- by organising traffic at departure,
- by preparing approach sequences,
- by carrying out approach sequences,
- by participating in regulation of flow.

The controller entrusted with the approach gives clearances for departure (at 
the latest before take-off), arrival (taking into account route clearances given 
by regional control) and traffic managed.
Clearances comprise elements of information which might differ according 
to the nature of flight (IFR, VFR or VFR special), such as:

• at departure :

- designating the runway in use;
- indicating the standard itinerary for instrument departure or sight 
departure, according to the bend or bends after take-off;
- specifying the route to be taken up to exit of the controlled area (VFR) or 
the first point reporting point (in VFR);
- specifying the level or levels to be used before reaching cruise level;
- giving take-off time and limit;
- establishing the transponder code;
- specifying the next radio frequency (IFR;

• at arrival:

- indicating standard itinerary (IFR) or description of route to be followed 
up to the point of initial approach or holding point, up to a significant point 
or up to entry of airfield traffic circuit (VFR),
- specifying initial level,
- giving level or levels to be used (VFR),
- indicating time of approach forecast in case of hold-ups or estimate of 
waiting time forecast,
- supplying a transponder code if necessary.

In addition, the air traffic controller can also give approach clearance. The 
approach controller does not usually see the aircraft he is dealing with, 



except possibly in the final approach, just before it is transferred to the 
airfield controller.
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